
STORMWATER
PONDS
How they work & why they're important. 



WHAT ARE STORMWATER PONDS?

Stormwater ponds are designed to contain 

Types of pollutants include:
Fertilizer from landscaped areas
Bacteria
Metals/oils from cars

      or filter out pollutants in runoff water that 
      flushed off land, paved surfaces and 
      roofs 



TYPES OF STORMWATER PONDS

There are two types of stormwater ponds seen in
residential and commercial areas 
 Dry ponds

Only have water in them after a rain/storm event
 Wet ponds

Have permanent pool of water in them throughout 

Allows sediment/pollutants to settle and 

Most common type of stormwater

1.

2.

             the year

             remain in pond, and be properly disposed
             of at a later time

             pond



HOW DO STORMWATER PONDS WORK?

Stormwater ponds
have dams that
contain the water that
has entered the pond. 
Water is held in the
pond for a period of
time. 
Sediment settles out. 
Water is released from
the pond over several
days, instead of hours. 

This relieves flooding
downstream!



WHY ARE STORMWATER PONDS
IMPORTANT?

Help keep our waters designed for recreation safe
for use. 
Provide flood control.
Serves as a habitat for wildlife. 
Increases property values. 
Aesthetically pleasing. 



HOW ARE STORMWATER PONDS
MAINTAINED?

Mow the grass in the pond area at least twice a year. 
Remove all trees and woody vegetation in the pond
area at least twice a year.
Perform the following as needed:

Inspect pond before and after every major storm event. 
Treat basin for mosquito larvae if stagnant water remains
longer than 72 hours.
Remove trash, debris from all areas in and around the pond.
Know the pollutant sources on your property.

Try to eliminate them at the source!
Educated kids about safety around ponds.
Seed, cover adjacent areas of bare soil to prevent 

Repair broken mechanical components

Example: Pumps

             erosion.

             if needed.



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
MAINTAINING A STORMWATER POND?

You are! 
If a stormwater pond is on your property, you are

It is normal for a property owner to reach an 

Mowing
Checking for clogs
Debris removal

             responsible for maintaining it. 

             agreement with a maintenance team or 
             landscaping contractor, who will conduct 
             frequent inspections and complete
             routine maintenance items such as:



WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF A POND IS
NOT MAINTAINED?

Sediment accumulates.
Reduces storage volume.

Could lead to downstream flooding, erosion.
Debris blocks the outlet structure.
Repair costs increase if left unchecked.
Cause flooding, safety concerns for nearby

Invasive plants take over and out-compete

Large mosquito population could be

      residents if dam breaks or fails.

      planted vegetation.

      generated.



HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN
MAINTENANCE IS REQUIRED?

If the pond is one acre or more and built after October
2020, a post-construction maintenance plan should

This plan identifies which stormwater controls are 

If you do NOT have a post-construction

      have been developed.

             installed onsite and how they will be
             maintained.

      maintenance plan in place, contact us!



TO LEARN MORE:
870.246.1818 

DeAnna.Graves@
arkadelphia.gov


